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the German navy may have done, the party had not trained for
"the day"; after fifty years of incessant agitation and steady
progress, of fiery speeches and innumerable books, the German
worker had become steadily more national. If when "the day"
did come, the leaders had been capable of a belated return to
revolutionary orthodoxy, even to merely negative protest in the
manner of the elder Liebknecht and Bebel in 1870, they would
not have been the heroes of a class-conscious mass but merely
discredited leaders without a party. They faced a similar situation
four years later and, as in 1914, decided that the function of
the leader is to follow. The seeds of the tragedy of" 1933 &*<*
begun to be sown long before the war.
In the days when the German army, 40 per cent of it at least
Socialist or from working-class homes, was rushing to its fatal
check on the Alarne there was no revolutionary spirit left in
Germany. There were a few genuine revolutionaries and a
sprinkling of anti-war people, those who silently opposed the
war because it was a war, and those who remembered the text-
books and opposed it equally silently because it was a capitalist
war, and there must have been many in the ranks of the Socialists
who, the moment the first shoutings died away, became uneasily
conscious that there was something wrong with national and
international socialism alike. But everywhere else it was all
patriotism. The unity of August 1914 was a .sentimental, but
it was a very real, unity; all that was needed was to create a solid
political basis for it.
This was where the Emperor and his advisers came to the
aid of the army command in the creation of a revolutionary
situation. The government indeed realized, if die military men
did not, that war had changed since 1870 and had become truly
a national concern. The actual war was in a very real sense a
people's war, but the government did nothing to identify the
people with the regime. It went on as if a Hfe-and-death struggle
affecting the life and happiness of every individual was merely
a little private war of its own.
To the best minds in the governing dass in Germany it was
apparent that during the month of August the whole situation

